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 Involvement 
If you are interested in being part of Paddle 
Manitoba activities both on and off the water, 
sign up as a member to get started!  Check our 
website for details on membership. 
 

Paddle News 
Want to know more about what is happening in 
the paddle community?  Look for info at 
www.paddle.mb.ca or email us at 
info@paddle.mb.ca. 
 

Paddling Connections 
PADDLE CANADA 
1-888-252-6292 
www.paddlingcanada.com 
 
MANITOBA WHITEWATER CLUB 
www.manitobawhitewaterclub.ca 
 

Social Media 
Stay up on the latest paddle news: 
 
FACEBOOK 
Search for ñPaddle Manitobaò 
 
TWITTER 
@PaddleManitoba 
 

Wantedé..Submissions for The Ripple! 
Been on any interesting trips youôd like to write 
about?  How about something on a paddling 
topic you are interested in?  We are always 
looking for stories or articles from our members.  
Weôd love to publish your experiences, ideas, 
and paddling related news.  Contact us at 
info@paddle.mb.ca for more details. 
 
 

Contact US  
 

By Email  

General inquiries: info@paddle.mb.ca 
Website stuff: 
webmaster@paddle.mb.ca 
 
By Mail  

Paddle Manitoba 
P.O. Box 2663 
Winnipeg, MB 
R3C 4B3 
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Presidentôs Message 

The View Forward 
 

After a slightly hesitant start, it 

has been a busy year for Paddle Mani-

toba and the new board. In June we 

held another Waterwalker Film Festival 

and were part of MEC Paddlefest. A 

big thanks to Jeff & Leanne for helping 

things run (relatively) smoothly, 

Charles, Eric, Jeremiah, and Sharon for 

running paddling workshops, and 

Clarke for bringing his Pakboat along 

to demo to curious passers-by. Despite 

the temporary loss of canoe storage, 

Wednesday evening open paddles con-

tinued at La Barrriére Park. And we 

have responded to many enquiries from 

paddlers across Manitoba and the rest 

of North America looking for informa-

tion about routes, paddling gear, and 

instruction.  
 

New members on the board have 

helped address many of the challenges 

we faced last year but the loss of some 

old hands has also been felt. Anyone 

who has recently visited 

www.paddle.mb.ca , for instance, will 

see that with the loss of Steve McCul-

lough as our web guru, things are not 

as polished as they once were.  
 

More importantly, a number of 

folks who previously were able to be 

trip leaders are no longer available to 

take on that role. We have always been 

careful to ensure our trips are run by 

experienced paddlers and that each trip 

also has a person with appropriate first 

aid certification. Away from 

ñcivilizationò this 

means wilderness 

advanced first aid 

or higher, for 

which the cost of maintaining certifica-

tion is quite high. The already small 

pool of qualified trip leaders willing to 

donate their weekends has, perhaps not 

surprisingly, dwindled over the past 

couple of years as other commitments 

have to take precedence.  
 

The lack of trip leaders was the 

main reason behind our decision to 

step back from offering trips in 2014. 

We are prepared to review at this deci-

sion and, if we can find a way to match 

trip leaders with committed partici-

pants, will hopefully run a series of 

trips again next year. Of course, if you 

think you would have time to lead a 

trip for Paddle Manitoba or have other 

suggestions on how we can provide op-

portunities for trips, we would like to 

hear from you.  
 

We are always open to ideas for 

activities to keep members busy and 

connected to each other over the win-

ter. Perhaps you have taken the trip of a 

lifetime this past summer or would like 

to share some local canoeing experi-

ences with members?  Maybe you have 

the skills to run an indoor workshop on 

something paddle related.  Possibly 

you can volunteer to help at an event. 

And of course if you would like to sit 

on the board there will be the opportu-

nity to stand at the AGM in early 2015. 

 

By Chris Randall 

file:///C:/Users/Fire%20Protection%20Plus/Dropbox/Fall%202014/www.paddle.mb.ca
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Editorôs Note 
Hidden Treasures 
 

People who paddle, especially those who venture off the beaten path and into the 

back country, are privileged to experience parts of the world often not seen by the 

average citizen.  Indeed, it is often a quest for hidden treasures that makes us pick 

up our paddle. Sometimes the treasures we find are the ones we were looking for 

- a back country waterfall, the remnants of an old mining camp that the map says 

is over there somewhere.  Sometimes the treasures are accidental - the wolf that 

swims across the river, a rainbow reflected in a glassy calm lake at dusk.  And 

sometimes the treasures are moments - the buoyant chatter in the raft-up after a 

hard crossing, a jubilant high five at the bottom of a tricky rapid, laughter around 

a campfire.  The treasures we uncover are gifts to us from the waterways.  It be-

hooves us as paddlers to cherish the gift and to do the best we can to protect the 

giver. 

 

There are lots of hidden treasures that come to the surface in this issue of the Rip-

ple.  Dusty Molinski tells us about the Birch River, a little known Manitoba River.  

Charles Burchill shares the experience of learning to pole his canoe, a method of 

propelling a boat that is new to most of us.  And Newell Johnson tells us about 

that first trip down a sporty river in the spring time, in his case, the Wilson River 

in western Manitoba. 

 

As the days get shorter and the nights cooler, it will soon be time to hang up our 

paddles, clean the PFDôs and start dreaming about the treasures we might uncover 

next summer.   

 

By Yvonne Kyle 
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Shindig 2014 

Proud Open Canoeists Take Their 

Traditional Bright Red and Green 

Canoes Into a Flurry of Decked Butt 

Boaters (i.e. Kayakers) 

 

By Brian Johnston, volunteer instructor 

 

Every spring, pool-trained newbie 

kayakers flock to the Whitemouth River 

as part of the annual Manitoba 

Whitewater Club Festival, aka òShindig,ò  

a day filled with Saturday morning 

clinics followed by an afternoon river run 

on the Whitemouth River.  

Hot paddlers dressed for cold water  

 

Amongst this strong gathering of 

kayakers there is a handful of canoeists 

who steadfastly return each year. We 

may not be great in numbers but our 

boats are supersized compared to the 

ones powered by the double bladed 

paddlers.  And from the shuttle to the 

parking area and all the way down the 

river, the classic red and green colours of 

the canoes carry a proud tradition. 

Moreover, while it is true that the prairie 

roadside fields and farms show little sign 

of the vast and vital  

little sign of the vast and vital 

connection that this transportation 

route once provided, the canoes bring 

to life the ghosts of the long ago 

travelers on the river. 

 

Nestled between fields and a narrow 

shoreline forest, the Whitemouth River 

offers a surprisingly good whitewater 

river run and teaching rapids for both 

kayakers and canoeists. This yearôs 

Shindig boasted higher than usual 

water levels, warm temperatures, blue 

skies, bouncing wave trains, and strong 

current differentials with only a few 

mosquitoes and black flies.  Who could 

ask for anything more? 

Cars with Canoes, an unlikely agricultural put-in 

that yields whitewater  

 

If you missed this paddler-friendly 

event why not plan to join in next year 

to take advantage of the camaraderie, 

meet new paddlers, and participate in 

instructor led clinics and a guided river 

run? 
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Advocacy Articles 
-By Dusty Molinski  
 

Here are a few plans and proposals 

that may be of interest to Manitoba 

paddlers.    

 

Editorôs note.  Keep in mind while 

reading about these issues that it 

cannot always be ósomeoneô who 

speaks out about matters.  Sometimes, 

it must be us. If these items spark a 

reaction from you - anger, concern, 

frustration, hope, etc - itôs up to you 

to take the time to make your voice 

heard. 

 

 

 

Holly the canoeing Collie saysé.. 

Donôt be the silent majority! Protect 

our rights to paddle! Speak up! 

New Management Plans Need Input! 

Here is a chance to have a say in the fu-

ture of our parks!  

 

Currently, the province is in the process of 

developing a management plan for two 

provincial parks, Nopiming and Manigota-

gan River. They have also recently re-

leased draft plans for Caribou River, 

Colvin Lake, Nueltin Lake, Numaykoos 

and Sand River parks. Long-term manage-

ment direction for the future of the parks is 

the ultimate goal of these plans. In the 

creation of these documents, they are seek-

ing the publicôs input.  

 

Now is the chance for all Paddle Manitoba 

members to share their thoughts on a fu-

ture management plan for Nopiming and 

Manigotagan River and draft plans in 

place for the others. Take this opportunity 

to share your comments from a paddlerôs 

perspective! 

 

For more information, check out: 

http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/parks/

consult 

Once at this site, there are links to back-

ground information, draft plans, display 

panels and feedback sheets.  

 

To be notified of planning events and to 

give your feedback, contact:  

Manitoba Conservation and Water 

Stewardship  

Attn: Morgan Hallett, Regional Parks Spe-

cialist 

Box 4000, Lac Du Bonnet, Manitoba R0E 

1A0 

Phone: 204-345-1455 

Email: morgan.hallett@gov.mb.ca 

 

 

http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/parks/consult
http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/parks/consult
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Portage Ban Provokes a Very Canadian 

Fight 

Do we have the right to portage our canoes 
over ancient paths, or can the government 

stop us in the name of modernity? 

 

A July 11, 2014, article on The Globe and 

Mail website, the main article, began with 
the headline and question above. The ban 

and subsequent fight is in regards to a well-

used portage in Muskoka on the Moon 

River. The portage in dispute takes paddlers 

across Bala Falls. The Province of Ontario 

has made it illegal to use the portage since 

May of 2013, citing safety concerns. Those 

opposed say the ban is to help in the process 
of creating a hydro dam on the site, 

something many of them are against. Here is 

an excerpt from the original article: 

 

ñéFour red signs warn the public that use 
of the property is prohibited under section 

28 of the Public Lands Act. Even standing 

and looking at the falls from this patch is not 

allowed. (Several people have been warned, 

but no one has been fined.) 

 

The Ministry of Natural Resources says the 
ban was issued because the province has 

safety concerns about people boating, 

portaging and swimming around the north 

dam. Two men drowned in 2009 when they 

dove in to save a child. The province also 

says there are other portage options in the 

area ï though they are longer. The township 
maintains the prohibition wasnôt necessary 

and other measures have been identified to 

improve safety. The Divisional Court, 

however, did not find the provinceôs portage 

ban unreasonable. In a ruling last year, it 

concluded there was insufficient evidence to 

show the ban was a guise to advance the 

power project. 
 

 

The Ontario government wonôt discuss 

the townshipôs appeal because the case 

is before the court. In court documents, 

the township argues the historic use of 

the portage is well documented in writ-

ten and oral histories of Bala, in jour-

nals of early explorers such as Thomp-

son, and in postcards and photographs. 

The township is pointing to the past be-

cause the Public Lands Act states that 

people have the right to portage if a 

route existed before the Crown sold or 

disposed of its land. The government 

counters that aspect of the legislation 

doesnôt apply here. The public, the 

province also says, has no legal right 

to use Ontarioôs public lands. It only 

has a privilegeéò 

 

The Ontario court heard the case on  

July 14, 2014. A ruling in the case is 

still pending.  

 

Check out the full original article at: 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/

news/national/portage-ban-provokes-a-

very-canadian-fight/article19570688/ 

 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/portage-ban-provokes-a-very-canadian-fight/article19570688/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/portage-ban-provokes-a-very-canadian-fight/article19570688/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/portage-ban-provokes-a-very-canadian-fight/article19570688/
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Precinct K  

What will we see when we paddle: new 

homes or a forested corridor? 

 

Precinct K is a swath of city land 

bordered by the Seine River on the 

west, the Perimeter Highway on the 

south, the neighbourhoods of Island 

Lakes and Royalwood to the north and 

Lagimodiere Boulevard to the east. It 

covers 221 hectares (547 acres). It is 

set to be developed into housing, with 

construction slated to begin in 2015.  

 

For paddlers (and many others) the 

concern in the planning of this new 

neighbourhood is the forested areas 

along the Seine River. The best case 

scenario would be that the forested 

areas along the river in Precinct K 

would be preserved and act as a 

continuation of the Bois-des-esprits to 

the north. This would continue the 

forest habitat, offer an opportunity for 

trails, offer a buffer between the river 

and activity further east and maintain a 

natural corridor along the river. The 

worst case scenario would be small 

ñwindowò parks with the forest 

bulldozed for homes that would 

eliminate the possibilities mentioned 

above.  

 

 

 

There has been little in the way of pub-

lic consultation and planning, with all 

processes being rushed. Save our Seine 

and Outdoor Urban Recreational 

Spaces ï Winnipeg hosted a public fo-

rum in May and a public hearing was 

held in June that ultimately led to de-

velopment being approved. Part of this 

includes a ñSecondary Planò of special 

interest. This may lead to the area along 

the Seine River being set aside, but at 

this point, time will tell what Winnipeg 

Planning, Property and Development 

will do.  

 

Precinct K map courtesy of OURS-

Winnipeg.  

For more information, check out: 

Precinct K: Whatôs the rush? 

Winnipeg Free Press 

March 32, 2014 

http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/

local/precinct-k-whats-the-rush-

251749871.html 

 

Precinct K development plans raise 

concerns 

The Lance 

June 6, 2014 

http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/our-

communities/lance/correspondent/

Precinct-K-development-plans-raise-

concerns-262624221.html 

Save Our Seine (SOS) 

www.saveourseine.com 

Swan Song 

Riel Parks and Rivers Commons 

https://rparc.wordpress.com/2014/06/  

http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/precinct-k-whats-the-rush-251749871.html
http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/precinct-k-whats-the-rush-251749871.html
http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/precinct-k-whats-the-rush-251749871.html
http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/our-communities/lance/correspondent/Precinct-K-development-plans-raise-concerns-262624221.html
http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/our-communities/lance/correspondent/Precinct-K-development-plans-raise-concerns-262624221.html
http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/our-communities/lance/correspondent/Precinct-K-development-plans-raise-concerns-262624221.html
http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/our-communities/lance/correspondent/Precinct-K-development-plans-raise-concerns-262624221.html
http://www.saveourseine.com
https://rparc.wordpress.com/2014/06/
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Ψ.ƭŀŎƪ [ŀƪŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ƭŀƪŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀƴȅ ǿŀǾŜǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǉǳƛŜǘΣ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǊŜ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ŎŀǊƛōƻǳΩ 
-from Jim with the picture taken on Shirleyôs iphone 

 

  

The Photo Gallery - Hidden Treasures and Fun Moments 
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The North Grass River near Thompson Manitoba is home to Manitobaôs 2 largest waterfalls.  

30 Scouts Canada youth and their supporting adults paddled the river earlier this summer.  Rain 

did not interfere with the trip, although this method of dealing with it may have hampered the 

paddling. 

-next 5 pictures courtesy of Scouts Canada Quest 2014 
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Kwasitchewan  Falls is the highest falls in Manitoba.  You can reach it via a 26 km round trip 

hike from Pisew Falls Provincial Park on highway 6 about 45 km south of Thompson.  Or you 

can paddle to it in a couple hours if you brave the marginal fish camp road and put in below 

Pisew Falls - the second highest Manitoba water fall. 

Here is the view above the rapids that lead into Kwasitchewan 
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Here are the fallséé.. 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 and hereôs a different perspective from below them! 
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When one of the Scouts managed to lose his PFD along the way, our conservation office 

Scouter suggested a training flight for some underworked forest fire fighters (being a very wet 

summer in the north, forest fires were a non-issue) to drop the silly teenager a spare.  He took 

advantage of the flight to snap a few quick pics of the normally rather placid Grass River 

-photos by Brian Barton 
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